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Gekopieerd uit de bestandscatalogus Early microscopes:

In essence this instrument is an open-sided rectangular brass frame (dimensions 135 x 55 x 40 mm.) desig​ned to hold a glass tube, which is kept in position by a spring. To the front of the frame is attached a separate sheet that has at the top a slot for inserting a lens. At the back of the frame an eye is attached through which runs a Y-form screw-thread, both ends of which are in their turn attached to the sheet with the lens holder. Focusing by means of a butterfly nut on the screw-thread.

Tradition has it that this aquatic microscope was brought to the Netherlands from St. Petersburg by David de Gorter senior or junior in the 1760s. It may have been presented to Czar Peter the Great by Van Leeuwen​hoek, when the Czar went to visit the latter in the course of his stay in the Netherlands in 1696/7. It was given to the Physical Cabinet of the Leyden University at the end of the 19th century, and later transferred to the Museum Boerhaave. The attribution to Van Leeuwenhoek is rather uncertain.

This instrument differs in several respects from Van Leeuwenhoek's design as published in 1689 in Natuurs Verborgen​theden ontdekt. The engraving shows a three-sided frame, which has two springs attached to the top to hold the glass tube. Focusing is brought about with a screw immedi​ately below the lens, pushing against the glass tu​be. Accor​ding to Leeuwenhoek's drawing and instructions his origi​nal design was fitted with a lens plate similar to that of his regular micro​scope. In the same letter he also described a slightly different, smaller, version, which he called his second type of aquatic microscope, which could be fitted with lenses in speci​ally designed brass moun​ts supplied with an eye cup.

The present instrument bears in fact much more resem​blance to Van Mus​schen​broek's aquatic microscope (cat. nr 19). Although it appears from his extant microsco​pes that each of his instruments differed slightly from the others, Van Leeuwenhoek did not usually stray from his basic design and therefore it seems unlikely that the present aquatic microscope was made by Van Leeuwenhoek. 

This instrument was originally supplied with a number of lenses in a small wallet, V07016.
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